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Miller County Woman Nearly Gifts $75,000 Lottery Prize  
LOTTO Jackpot Continues to Grow – Up to $977,000 for Saturday Night  

 
Sept. 7, 2023 
LITTLE ROCK, Ark. –  A Texarkana woman was stunned to discover that the Arkansas Scholarship 
Lottery (ASL) ticket she almost gifted was worth $75,000.  
 
Paula Penn claimed the lottery prize today at the ASL Claim Center in Little Rock. She won on 
the $3 $75,000 Jewels instant ticket.  
 
Penn said she bought some scratch-off tickets for her ex-father-in-law this morning as a 
birthday gift from E-Z Mart #4363 at 3920 Jefferson Ave. in Texarkana. She only decided to keep 
the $75,000 Jewels ticket for herself after realizing all the purchased tickets would not fit in his 
birthday envelope. 
 
"That ticket really stood out to me because of the diamonds on it," Penn told lottery officials. "I 
love diamond mining in my spare time."  
 
The Arkansan was at work when she discovered the ticket was a winner.  
 
"I asked my boss and co-workers to confirm the win, and the owner gave me permission to 
leave for the day to come to Little Rock to redeem my prize," Penn said. "My ex-father-in-law is 
definitely going to get a kick out of this story," she chuckled. 
 
Penn plans to pay off her debt and vacation later this year with her lottery winnings. 
 
"I can also quit my second job as an Uber driver," she added.    
 
Players have two chances to become a multi-millionaire this week with Powerball® and Mega 
Millions® jackpots totaling more than $600 million. The Mega Millions jackpot for Friday night’s 
drawing is $122 million. The Powerball jackpot for Saturday night’s drawing has reached $500 
million.  
 



With no LOTTO jackpot winner since May, the lottery's grand prize continues to soar and sits at 
$977,000 for Saturday night.  
 
LOTTO is an Arkansas-only jackpot game with drawings every Wednesday and Saturday. Tickets 
are $2 per play and can be purchased at all lottery retailers or on the Jackpocket app. For game 
odds and winning numbers, visit MyArkansasLottery.com. 
 
About the Arkansas Scholarship Lottery 
More than 92 cents of every dollar of ASL revenue goes to prizes, scholarships, retailer 
commissions, and other expenses in Arkansas. Since 2009, the lottery has raised more than $1.3 
billion in proceeds for scholarships. More than 720,000 college scholarships have been awarded 
to Arkansans. The lottery has awarded more than $4.6 billion in prizes to players, about $389 
million in retailer commissions, and provided more than $167 million in state and federal tax 
revenue. 

Follow the Arkansas Scholarship Lottery on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. Visit 
MyArkansasLottery.com for more information on scholarships, winners, games, odds, 
promotions – and to join The Club for free. To hear winning numbers, call the Winning Numbers 
Hotline at 501-682-IWON (4966). To get help with problem gambling, contact the National 
Problem Gambling Helpline at 1-800-522-4700.  
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