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Engaged Hot Springs Couple Wins
$75,000 Lottery Prize, Thought They
Were Being Pranked

April 29, 2019

LITTLE ROCK — A Hot Springs couple claimed a prize worth $75,000 Monday morning at
the Arkansas Scholarship Lottery’s Claim Center. Demetrius Harper and ShaQuondra
Steele’s lucky win came from playing the lottery's instant-ticket game, 10X Bonus!
Crossword.

“We didn’t believe it, and | wanted to sign the back of the ticket immediately,” said
Harper when Steele first discovered that they had won Sunday. They scanned the
winning ticket three times at the retailer where they had purchased the ticket. The
couple wanted to make sure that they had to travel to Little Rock to claim their prize
since it was more than $500.

However, they didn’t realize that their winning experience would be sweetened even
more with another surprise. The duo thought they had only won $1,000 and did not
discover the actual amount won until lottery officials presented the smiling pair with
their $75,000 check.

“Hold on,” said Steele. “Is this a joke? Are we getting punked? | know there has to be a
camera somewhere,” said Harper.

Steele and Harper, who have been engaged since New Year’s Eve, had plans to wait two
years to get married to save for a wedding.

“My birthday is today and y’all have changed our lives! Now we have enough money for
our wedding,” said Harper.



The couple has four children and also plans to pay bills, go on a vacation and make a
down payment for a new home.

“We play the lottery often, and | remember when we had previously won $800. One of
our daughters said that she couldn’t wait until we win enough money to move into a
new home,” said Steele. “Her dream is now reality!”

About the Arkansas Scholarship Lottery

More than 92 cents of every dollar of Lottery revenue goes to prizes, scholarships,
retailer commissions, and other expenses in Arkansas. Since 2009, the Lottery has
provided more than $781 million for more than 302,000 college scholarships, more than
$2.8 billion in prizes to players, about $245 million in retailer commissions and more
than $124 million state and federal tax revenue.

Follow the Arkansas Scholarship Lottery on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. Visit
MyArkansasLottery.com for more information on scholarships, winners, games, odds,
promotions —and to join The Club for free. To hear winning numbers, call the Winning
Numbers Hotline at 501-682-IWON (4966). To get help with problem gambling, contact
the National Problem Gambling Helpline at 1-800-522-4700.
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